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What are ESAs?
Education Scholarship Accounts give parents control over their student’s education, allowing them 
to customize their experience by receiving the funds set aside to educate their child via a 
government-authorized savings account with restricted, but multiple, uses. This means that parents are no 
longer limited to a choice of schools: they can fully individualize their children’s education.

Why do we need ESAs?
Families need flexibility in non-pandemic times; the challenges our students face right now are even more 
serious. ESAs o�er families a ray of hope for a quality education during the constant disruption. 

Who qualifies for ESAs?
Special needs students are a priority in every state with an ESA program. In Arizona, children on Native 
American reservations and children from military and foster care families also qualify. In 2021, several 
states are considering ESAs for all students. 

How do ESAs work?
Parents of eligible students apply for an account funded by a designated portion of state funds. 

Families choose from an approved list of services and providers to customize their child’s education.

Following the application and approval process, parents would be granted access to an online account 
reserved for use to pay providers to meet their child’s specific education needs. 

What can ESAs be used for? 
Although they vary from state to state, ESA policies typically allow families to spend ESA funds on:

Tuition and fees at private schools, out-of-district public schools, vocational schools, or postsecondary 
educational institutions
Textbooks and other curricular materials
Fees for tutoring, online programs, and public school courses or extracurriculars
Educational services and therapy for students with special needs
Assessment tests and entrance exams
Certain computer software, hardware and technological devices
Fee-for-service transportation to and from approved providers 
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Are ESAs popular?
A February 2021 poll conducted by Morning Consult found 68 percent of all Americans and 80 
percent of all parents support ESAs. It’s no wonder then that lawmakers in more than a dozen states 
have proposed creating new ESAs for K-12 students. 

Do ESAs have bipartisan support? 
Yes. ESAs have been advanced and passed in multiple states with bipartisan support. 

Are ESAs accountable? 
ESA programs are overseen by the Department of Education, the Department of Revenue or an 
authorized education agency. Typically, they use a third-party online platform to ensure that the 
funds are spent correctly. 

Families keep their IDEA rights
No student is ever forced to give up his or her rights under IDEA because participation in educational 
choice programs is strictly voluntary. The ultimate recourse of a parent who privately places his or 
her child in a private school and is dissatisfied with the result is to remove his or her child from that 
school and send her to a di�erent school, public or private.

ESAs help families while giving public schools more 
resources for fewer children
ESAs generally provide 90 percent of what the state would have given the student in their home 
district, plus any special needs funding they normally receive. ESAs leave behind all federal and local 
funds for fixed overhead costs, while relieving the school entirely of the costs associated with having 
the student in the school.
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